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Norwegian-Iranian neuroscientist and human rights defender, he is co-
founder, Leader and Spokesperson of the NGO "Iran Human Rights", non-profit 
human rights NGO monitoring human rights violations in Iran with a special focus on 
the death penalty. In 2007 he received the Amnesty International Norway's award for 
Rights in 2007 for his fight against the human rights violations in Iran.  He was born 
in Iran and he has lived in Norway since 1985. He is a doctor of medicine, educated 
at the University of Oslo. In 2004 he was awarded his Ph.D for work relating to brain 
research at the University of Oslo. The same year he was awarded the King’s gold 
medal for the best medical Ph.D. He continued at the University of Oslo as a post- 
doctorate and then as a researcher. In 2006 he worked as a post doctorate at 
Harvard Medical School. In 2008 he was awarded the Anders Jahre’s prize in 
medicine for young researchers and the following year was elected as a member of 
the Norwegian Academy of Sciences and Letters. He is part of a worldwide network 
of leading researchers in various fields. Today he heads the Laboratory of Molecular 
Neuroscience at the University of Oslo. 


